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The Stafford Act

The Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief
and Emergency Assistance Act, as
Amended (“Stafford Act”) authorizes
the President to provide Federal
assistance in the event of a disaster
and provide public services to 
respond or recover.
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Declaration of a National Emergency

For FEMA to provide assistance, the President must declare 
that an emergency or major disaster exists.

With respect to COVID-19, President Trump issued a 
“Declaration of National Emergency Concerning the Novel 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Outbreak” on March 13, 2020, but 
the incident period is retroactive to January 20, 2020.
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Question????

Who was the Stafford Act named after?

A. Robert T Stafford
B. Henry T Stafford
C. Jim T Stafford
D. Wanda T Stafford
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A. Robert T Stafford
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 Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
provides assistance to state, territorial, tribal, and local 
governments as well as critical and non critical private 
non profit (PNP) organizations under the Stafford Act 
via its Public Assistance (“PA”) Program.

 For local governments, the requests for PA must go 
through the state in which they are located.

 The state then bundles these requests and submits 
them to FEMA.
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The PAPPG

The FEMA Public Assistance 
Program and Policy Guide
(“PAPPG”) discusses the 
eligibility criteria for Public 
Assistance (PA) funding.

Link to PAPPG
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https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-06/fema_public-assistance-program-and-policy-guide_v4_6-1-2020.pdf


Categories
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Question????

What does FEMA Stand for?

A. Funding Emergency Monetary Agents
B. Federal Emergency Management Agency
C. Florida Emergency Management Agency
D. Funding Every Man Accordingly
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B. Federal Emergency 
Management Agency
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Reimbursement

 Under Section 502 (Stafford Act) entities performing
Emergency Protective Measures pursuant to guidance 
by public health officials in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic may be reimbursed under Category B of 
FEMA’s PA Program.

 For work to be eligible for PA it must be required as a 
result of the declared emergency and must be the 
legal responsibility of an eligible applicant.
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 Specific costs must be directly tied to the performance of eligible 
work and must be adequately documented.
(UNDERSTATEMENT OF THE YEAR!)

 Documentation required by FEMA for specific types of costs can 
be found in the PAPPG.

 Through this program FEMA may provide a 75% federal cost 
share to eligible entities.

Continued

*Donated Resources
can help offset this!

Not for Private 
Non-Profit
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COVID-19 Funding for EPM May Include
 Emergency staff overtime, on-call and standby costs

for deputies, correctional officers, 911 staff, etc.
 Necessary coverage expansion (unbudgeted hours and 

or staff)
 Emergency Operation Center costs
 Purchase of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
 Equipment and vehicle costs (owned or leased). 
 Specific training related to the declared event
 Disinfection of eligible facilities (chemicals)
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 Non‐deferrable medical treatment and transport of 
infected persons in a correctional facility

 Medical/decontamination equipment, supplies, services,
etc.

 Medical waste disposal (hazardous materials) and 
emergency medical transport 

 Purchase and distribution of food, water, ice, medicine, 
and other modified supplies (if this is your legal 
responsibility to provide)

 Mitigation efforts, including structural 
modifications and process changes

 Dissemination of information to the public.

Continued
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Question????

Who is eligible for FEMA funding?

A. Critical and Non Critical PNP’s
B. Tribes
C. Local Government Entities
D. All of the Above
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D. All of the Above
Critical and Non-Critical PNP’s
Tribes
Local Government Entities
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Documentation

In past events, applicants have had difficulties in 
creating, maintaining, and providing all required 
documentation for PA reimbursement.
Documentation requirements vary between
activities. Typical requirements:

 Tie the cost to an eligible activity
 Properly document the activity (who, what, when, 

where, how much)
 Document the legal responsibility
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Policies

The existence of certain policies is a requirement before 
an event. The most important required policies are:

 Pay Policy
 Procurement Policy
 Insurance Policy

Applicants must abide by these policies. The pay policy 
cannot state that overtime is allowed only when there is 
a Federal declaration or upon FEMA reimbursement. NO 
CONTINGENCIES!
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Donated Resources

• Volunteer labor may be eligible to offset the Non-Federal Share “Match”(25% or 12.5% in FL, unless 

the President directs an increase in the Federal Share).

• Sign-in/Sign-out sheets should be used and include the volunteers name, a description of work 

performed (tied to a disaster), location identification, and hours worked.

• The value of volunteer labor is based on the same straight-time hourly labor rate, and fringe benefits, 

as a similarly qualified person. If you don’t have employees performing similar work, the rate will be 

consistent with those ordinarily performing the work in the same labor market. ($24.69 currently)

• Donated Equipment (e.g., private vehicle usage) used in work may also be eligible and would need to

be tracked in a similar fashion.

• The value for Donated Equipment is based on a FEMA-provided equipment rate schedule that includes 

all costs related to ownership and operation, with the exception of operator labor.
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Question????

What can “Donated Resources” be used for?

A. Force Account Labor
B. Force Account Materials
C. Offset Match
D. Additional Funding
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C. Offset Match
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To streamline the application process during the COVID-19
emergency, FEMA has developed the “Coronavirus (COVID-19)
Pandemic: Public Assistance Simplified Application.” This
simplified application and the process to follow is explained 
here Public Assistance Simplified Application.
Generally this process involves an online form for applicants to
explain their eligibility and provide supporting documentation
and cost estimates. Once this application is received FEMA will
review, pose follow up questions if needed, and award
assistance.
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https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/03/23/coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic-public-assistance-simplified-application


Examples of Ineligible Costs
 Straight Time (Regular Time)
 Salaried Staff
 Provision of food for general public
 Loss of Revenue - FEMA will not provide PA funding

for revenue lost due to the event, such as lost tax
revenue.

 Increased operating costs.
(unless unbudgeted and critical)
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Eligible Costs Under Other Federal Awards

FEMA is legally prohibited from duplicating 
benefits from other sources, such as from 
insurance or other federal awards. Public
Assistance is the funding of last resort. If the 
applicant receives funding from another source for
the same work that FEMA funded, FEMA reduces 
the eligible cost, deobligates funding, or can 
request a repayment of funds.
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Question????

How does FEMA award funds?

A. Cash
B. Reimbursement
C. Loans
D. Visa Gift Cards
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B. Reimbursement
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Our Services
• Funding pursuit and administration from a well-experienced group ledby former state executives and law 

enforcement officials
• History of successful navigation of the complexities of FEMAPublic Assistance (PA) and other 

complex programs
• Start to finish administration of all phases of funding received,including legal appeals
• Coordination with State Emergency Managementagencies
• Focus on expediting payments
• Expertise provided will allow Applicants to make critical decisions inreal-time
• Leveraging of multiple funding sources for maximum benefitwhile avoiding duplication of benefits
• Maximize reimbursement to include full attribution of volunteer labor and donated resources

Need more help? 
Contact us at 1.850.739.3600

Email us at Lauren.Scott@TheIntegrityGroup.net
Visit our website: The Integrity Group

Like us on Facebook: The Integrity Group Facebook

mailto:Lauren.Scott@TheIntegrityGroup.net
http://www.theintegritygroup.net/
https://www.facebook.com/theintegritygrouptlh
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